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EDITORIAL/
REDAKSIONEEL

Once our AGM is past, the
year very quickly grinds to a close. On
our calendar for 2011 there is still only
our prestigious Cape event on 6
November and then we are done for
the year. We had a very good AGM
and Buick/Cadillac car show at the
VVC grounds in Johannesburg on
Sunday 25  September. Many
members pitched for the AGM, some,
such as John Smith, came from as far
a field as Cape Town. We were
worried that moving the AGM from

fiCar shei iPar ko to our

get-together, would result in us not
having a quorum at our meeting, but
all our fears were in vain. Some of the
important matters discussed at the
AGM were the change to an electronic
Newsletter and the election of a new
Executive Committee. Members
present had no qualms with our idea to
go electronic and with the exception of
Theo van Rensburg, our secretary for
the past three years, the Excom was
voted in exactly as in the past. lain
Pursey was added as the new Excom
member and at our first meeting in
November we will sort out the
portfolios.

We had 26 Buicks on show at
the VVC event with a nice spread from
Veterans to Classics, the earliest

being Brian Noi kos

Andr e van
Coupe. Cadillac was represented by 6
cars from the 1960s to 1980s. You can
read more about these cars in our two
articles on the event in this Newsletter.

Now that we have gone
electronic with our Newsletter we can
place many more interesting
information in our Newsletter and |
want to appeal to each and ever
member that if you have something

interesting on Buick or Cadillac, please
let us have a copy to put into our
Newsletter so that we can share it with
ALL our members.

Our Vice-Chairman, Chris Palk,
visited the Buick National in Colorado
in America in July and | have included
a very interesting article he has kindly
written for us on his experiences there.
Thanks a million for this article Chris
and for the wonderful example you are
setting for all our members! Rudolph
has a major task to supply us every
three months with an article for the
Cadillac Chronicle and | am sure there
is one or other Cadillac owner in our
Club that could help him with an article
o4 we! Plgase clyapsclend the man a
helping hand!

SAVVA has requested all our
members to start dating their cars.
This is urgent in the light of the new
Government legislation with regard to
the periodic registration of motor
vehicles older than 10 years. SAVVA
has acquired permission from the
Department of Transport that vehicles
on its books need only go for such
testing only every 5 years instead of
every three years. It is therefore very
necessary that you should get onto
their books by having your cars dated.
Dating information can be found at
www.savva.org.za/Dating.html and
you can download the forms at
www.savva.org.za/SAVVA DATING
APPLICATION FORM520VEHICLES.

1 9pdf3 Yoyur ncampletade formsa mustsbe
R @80 IsetSabreg 6 s sent to the SAVVA Dating officer,

Peter Hall.

| hope to see as many of you
as possible at the Buick/Cadillac Stand
at the Classic Car Show in Cape Town
on 6 November 2011.

Happy Buick & Cadillac motoring,

Alex.


http://www.savva.org.za/Dating.html
http://www.savva.org.za/SAVVA_DATING_APPLICATION_FORM520VEHICLES.pdf
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Interesting Buicks in South Africa

Part 9
FRANCOI S DU TOI T6S 1949 BUI CK SUPER
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Buick best epitomized the American middle class of the post-World War 2 era with
its 1949 Buicks with their beautifully sleek bodies. The 1949 Buick Super had a massive
121.5-inch wheelbase and a body style that was only made for one year. The grill still had
horizontal bars, it now had a huge side-raised bonnet and the headlamps were set deep in
the mudguards. The 4.067cc Buick Fireball V8 engine of the Supers was rated at 115
horsepower at 3600 r.p.m. and Supers were now also available with a Dynaflow automatic
gearbox, which boosted the power to 120 horsepower at 3600 r.p.m. Aesthetically it was
an absolutely beautiful looking car. The result was that Buick hit a record production year
of 398 482 vehicles, of which 136 423 were Super Sedans. The most noticeable item on
the 649 Bui cks -podsonthelfrent mudgwards.dlhSupers were decorated
with chrome side moulding, stainless steel gravel deflectors and three portholes.

Francoi s and Trudi e du Toitods 1949 Bui ck
interesting history. The | ight green Buick we
Garage in Potgietersrust by Mr. Willem le Roux, a wealthy farmer from the farm Rietlaagte
of the Springbokvlakte in the Immerpan region of the Potgietersrust district. Unfortunately
he died before the car was delivered and so his wife Annie only took delivery in November
1949 and registered the car as TAN 1873.

For the next 28 years the 1949 Buick was the family vehicle of the Le Roux family
and was only driven the 23 miles from the farm to the town once a week for business,
provisions or when someone had to see the doctor. In 1977 the old Buick went into
storage in a shed on the farm, when Willem le Roux junior bought a new Mercedes 230.

There the Buick remained for the next 8 years, when in 1985 Willem gave the Buick to
Gil bertsonds Gar admncdisrdu iy whp iateHatetimes wasl wotking for
Gil bertsonds Ga rthe gae andvieoked afterat fromehiatady on. He and his
wi f e, Truti e, al so | ooked after tihHipid 18&t t hre
Suzie in 1988 and Willem junior in November 1989. The old Buick was still in very good
condition, but in 2003 it was decided to have it properly restored. In August 2003 it was



taken to Pietersburg where it underwent a total restoration by Luther Eisenburg of Auto
Refurbish Centre over a period of 30 months. The light green paint was replaced with a
medium pearly-green metallic, which suited the colour scheme of the untouched original
interior upholstery.
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When better Buicks are built, Opel will engineer them.
JOHN SMITH (Condensed from an article in Car and Driver by D. Davis jnr)
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other finned cars of the late 1950s at the George Car Show this year.

Fins galore! A 1958 BuicKuper Coupe among

My nephew Harvey is both a car enthusiast and one of the best Automotive advertising

guys in the Country. H ecOnsiderimge te muy, las wdl iasnaprs bea r s
absolutely refuses to consider. Bui ck comes
Consider o, because he says, he doesnét wear a

indicator flashing. Had hepent last week with me driving 700 miles in the new Buick Regal he
might have had to eat one of those hats he never wears. This new Regal is a Buick that harks back
to a time when Buicks had dash and style and were available in performance versicakthat t

back seat to nobody.

Ahi gh school classmate of mine in the | ate
There was this lovely 1938 Buick Century Sport Colipéhe smaller, lighter Buick Special
platform with the biggest and best Buick gitd eight engine. It was metallic green with fender
skirts. It was immaculate and overwhelmingly desirable, and it ran through thdinmighhidwest
countryside like an express train.

One summer day he cruised past me in a 1938 Buick Century convettdséon: black
with a white canvass top, red leather upholstery andriben1948 Cadillac deep dish hubcaps. It
became the gointp-the-beach car for a half dozen pals during my sepéar summer. 20 years
later | discovered that the cars were all stble

Buicks were hot stuff. The 1941 Buick sedanette remains a particular favourite. When the
1963 Buick Riviera appeared, | went nuts. | remember that the Buick Gran Sport was, in many
ways, the nicest of the muscle cardamned good muscle car with Buidanners and Buick self
assurance. It shared a special corner of that market with another performance paragon, the Olds
442.

When the Buick Grand National came out in 1986, weAattomobile Magazingut
P.J. ObRour ke in to the sdrHe breke the lans aftseveral states, ur n e
counties and local municipalities and very nearly took out 30 or 40 yards of fence (with posts) when



it turned out that the road would not be wide enough for him to complete the manoeuvre he had in
mind. Mind you, & this in a car that was supposed to have been designed for geriatrics.

The new Buick Rgal is comfortable and quite handsome. The 2,4 litre twincam ecotec 4
cylinder engine is mated to a very likeable 6 speed automatic transmission with the currently
fashionable manumatic shift option which this driver sternly ignored. Really, if you have gone to all
the trouble to engineer a world class automatic transmission, why screw it up by doing your own
shifting? If you want a manual gearbox order one which wilinsbe available on the turbo model.

My nephew will snicker at the notion of Buick ownership, but this is a Buick that makes serious
drivers grin like a Cheshire cat.

This Regal was originally going to be a Saturn, whose demise turned into good news for
Buick, doing fine in China but increasingly irrelevant in the USA. The German engineered Buicks
may well be just what the doctor ordered for G
and big Hondaods. At $31 225. & standbut iw a di¢lddof a d d
contemporary American sedans.

TECHNICAL
SAVVA Technical Tip no 521 6 Volt Fuel Pumps

We recently discussed the wisdom of fitting electric fuel pumps to our early cars. This
prompted a number of calls saying hat 6s friemedo bwe fwhed 6 volt el
are available ex England but at a price), so back to the drawing board we went, or should | say,
back to the modern equivalent, the internet looking for an alternative supplier.

After scratching around lcamewpi t h a supplier of Aol dti me p
a variety of 6 and 12 volt pumps at $49each. Postage would obviously be in addition to this. The
following is their advert on the internet:

6 volt Electric Fuelnleaded gas purmipfactory fresh.
This universal electric pump can be used in many different applications. It will work with gasoline
and gasohol fuels. Positive or negative ground! This is a current item! not old stock!

This is for all normal requiremé&non passenger cars, light trucks, tractors and stationary
engines. Idine electric fuel pumps provide the needed amount of fuel whenever the engine
demands it. This pump has a shut off pressure®p5i at no flow conditions and will deliver 60
galons per mi nute at wi de open. Comes with 1/ 8
common 5/ 160 fuel hose.

This is a modern solencigpe pump with advanced technology. The exclusive design
provides increased vapour handling capacity. Solid stateesriig has no electrical contact points
to wear out and is highly resistant to voltage spikes. It is also permanently sealed. This pump is
also impervious to corrosion from alcohol blended fuels. This is the same design as the pumps
supplied with new car, and is a highly reliable design.

For more information go to:sales@clickonparts.netThey also carry a wide variety of
vintage parts including brake, carburetor, ignition, gasket etc.

Woul dndt fiapartsdsapplieriorcckib would import a batch of these 6 volt pumps
and make them available to us.
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Carter 6volt electric fuel pump now available. 1955 Buick electric car clock.
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SAVVA Technical Tip no 531 Car Clocks (time pieces)

Most of us have idiosyncrasies of some sort or the ethewust confess one of mine is car
clocks. In early cars, they rarely worked properly, if at all, and replacements are very difficult if not
impossible to find. Tolil ustrate how demented | am, | can
Dodge convertible with a hole in the glove box where a clock should have been. After advertising
in numerous motoring magazines | found one in George and drove from Johanneshugigitd fe
madnes§ but thatdés us car collectors and our i di os

| have a particular British car which make will remain nameless in case | lose the few
friends | still have when | explain what | did to it. It has/had a typical Smiths elestchanial
clock fitted which has never and will never work properly. Every time | use the car | have to adjust
thetimeii f it és working that is. These clocks ha\
every few minutes. Thoaaadmamiting flora thdictockieverg mow and thene y o
Over the years | have scoured flea markets and purchased literally dozens of these and similar car
clocksi | have a row of them on my garage sheilvbut they all suffer from the same disease.

They are tied and looking forward to retirement in the scrap bin.

A couple of months ago | was parked next to a similar car to mine and noticed the clock
wasndt working and mentioned to the owner that
had sent hisclock o Engl and for refurbishment which cas:c
l ong. Not having the odd R1500.00 to throw at
most unthinkabl e, disgusting, dectpriacmibd eki ttchh en
movement as a replacement.

With the help of one of Mr Pratleys products | was able to fit the original Smiths face and

hands on to the battery clock and walla youbd
to 5 years Will have to fit a replacement Duracell battefyut | can live with that.
The bottom |ine is that | now have a clock

down or stop when | disconnect the battery and looks totally original.
Total costi R2500.

BUICK NEWS

50 Engineers push Buick Enclave tyres to the Limit
In June 2011 extensive tyre tests were done with a new Buick Enclave. As per the
punishing tests conducted by Buick Motors, the best performance was recorded when the
rubber touched the road. The tyres with which the new 2011 Enclave is equipped appear
pretty good on the road, but before they were selected, a lot of discussions and abuses
took place regarding their durability, performance and safety.

- | The 2011 BuickEnclave used in the tests.

At t he GWied sysieyms kab, a group of 50 engineers have conducted tests on

al most al l the Enclavebs contenders to arrive
believe that tyres have a direct influence on all aspects of a vehicle, from fuel efficiency to

handling and from braking to road noise. So, they worked on all the notable aspects

related to tyres including right traction, durability, fuel economy and many other
specifications.



PAST EVENTS

BUICK/CADILLAC HER ITAGE
WEEKEND MEET AT THE VVC
JOHANNESBURG ON SUNDAY 25
SEPTEMBER 2011
Chris Palk

Our annualBuick/Cadillac event has
without a doubt become u r Clubos
Gauteng event. fie VVC Clubhouseand
groundsareideally suited for such an event.
We made goodise of theC | u b dnderfuiv
facilities and buildings. The highlight,
however, washe wonderful classic Buicks
and Cadillacsthat attendedSince Rudolph
will be writing about the Cadillacs that
attended the meet, | will concentrate on the
Buicks.

Petserl®31, Al exds 1930 and

It was a wonderful sight to see the
Buicks arriving from 7h30 onwards. The
unmistakeable and very rare Bkscfrom a
bygone erawere a sight tdbehold. As the
cars entered, drivers were handed judging
forms (a neel first for the Buick/Cadillac
Club) and the cars stopped for photographs.
Thereafter they were allocated to designated
parking spots on the lovelypeaceful and
shaded park lawnsCoffee, muffins, rusks
and cold drinks were available to settle
attendeesand their families in after their
journeyand & is customary picnic chairs and
tables were set out in readiness for socialising
and a good old traditional South African
AKui er o.

There were 26 cars on show ranging
from 1913 to 1980 Buicks A wonderful
effort considering all the competing motoring
events over the weednd. Somthing more
about the cars and their owners and drivers
will follow later.

First and foremosta big thank you
to all who did attend. Some like Kobus
Mostert, Daan Marais and Jan Pasew

arranged to bring two cars. A special thank
you to you! The effort to get your car (s)
prepared for the meet, cleaned, and fuelled up
for the journey and then driving to the venue
must not be underestimated. It takes
dedication, commitment and a fimaal cost

to attend and support a meet such as this. It
also demonstrates your willingness to reach
out and share these wonderful veteran,
vintage andclassic cars with a wider public.

R ddedNbrdurage all to be mindful and
respectful of our heritage amgod fortune in
owni ng t hese car s
Thank you for sharing themith us. As one
of our members with wonderful cars often
remar ks i a pl easur e
doubled and mul tipl

and f

gi v
iedo

n s elg rSabrevSedas Pefeb 9
Manel i SuperCdufes8

Br i adhahk iyow €0 iheldommittee and

members of the VVC for allowing us the use
of all your facilities. You have a wonderful

club and clubhouse and we look forward to
being invited once more to share our Buicks
and Cadvithl ybuaandbthe enthusiastic
members of the public who come out every
month to view wonderful cars of a bygone
era.

Daanods 1938
1971 Riviera

Brian Hartéos 1927,

and Daan Marai so

Last, but by no means least, thank
you to George and his team who attended to
getting the venue spic and span before the
event and Andre Janse van Rensburg, Andre
Scholtz and Johan, Rudolph and Matthew for
being on site bright and early to assist with
setting up. Our site really looked festivathw



attractive Dbanner s,
bunting. The cars on show, all driven there,
al | magni ficent and
models in South Africa were:

Daan Marais6 1938 Buick Roadma

As a novel fun exercise, awards
based on votesybattendees were presented

s to Jayson Fox Best Buick on show
Br i an NoBuikkiVodel29RuSabout. Peter Maneli$ runner up Best Buick
Buicks Rudolph Nicholsori Best Cadillac on show

Brian Noiko6s 1913lex Br ikgbds Mbstefi fufn®r uplB2st Gadillac

Duffeyds 1930 Dual  Cogudtav If’ahség?obmplﬂngest Bigahc@ fin a
Swan 6 ss eldda3ni, Eric McQudaksici ands 1935

sedan, Daan Mar ai s 0s RudochB Micholsb? Bedttar ®rf Shdw

sedan, Jayson Foxo6s 1 9 SFbllowifigOtRed AGMS ey stayed
convertible, Peter Manelis's 1958 Super f or the fAbring and braai
coupe,  Massimo Lupini and Dennis  at 14h30, most had left on their homeward
Aschmann in their 1958Special sedans, bound journeys, often a hazardous exercise

Gustav Pansegrouw in an original unrestored  on freeways.
1959 Le Sabre sedan, the long sleek Riviera
models owned by Kobus Mostert (1965),
George Shipway (1966) and Dawid Gous
(1966), Andre Scholtz driving Theo Janse ,
van Rensburgds 186BOSRE,
1970 Riviera and
Boattail GS Riviera. Last but not least, Andre ;
van Rensburg in the wonderful 1980 Le
Sabre Coupe. Special mention must be made
of Committee member, Jan Burger, who had
driven all the way from Pretoria with his
1929Chevrolet and Cecil White, a Buick fan,
who joined us in his perfectly restored 1958
Chevrolet Impala Sport Coupe.

Pet er Manel i so 1958 Buick Supe

Many thanks to &lof you for the
effort you made to attend and support this
wonderful event. We all felt very sorry for
Dean Simon, who was all set to show his
magnificent 1949 Roadmaster convertible,
but most unfortunately lost transmission fluid
on the way to the meend had to turn back
after emergency repairs. Cars being
mechanical inventions are often
unpredictable and these things do happen.
See you next time Dean and thank you for
your effort.

Brian Hartos 1925TOLBIIRQI“C‘|( Mo d el 27
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THE RIVIERA OWNERS ASSOCIATION AND BUICK CLUB OF AMERICA
NATI ONAL MEET6S JUNEASEXPERIENCERAND 1
THOROUGHLY ENJOYED BY CHRIS AND HELEN PALK
The desire to add the Buick National Me e
2007. | was fortunate enough to attend both the October Carlisle and AACA Hershey
National Fall Meets in that year. It may well have started long before that in 1948 seeing

and experiencing being driven in fA0om Eddi
sedan. In any event, 2011 seemed ideal as the two events were just two weekd lagpart
Riviera Owner 6s National i n Branson, Mi s s ¢

America National in Danvers Massachusetts from 6 to 9 July 2011. It would ako be
opportunity to see some more of the USA, i
thought and planning, we crossed the Rubicon in February 2011, registered and booked our
flights.

Buick Riviera Owners National Meet at Branson
Miussouri June 2011.

) 19921999 Rivieras at Riv Owners meet in Branson 2011.

blds Tornado at Branson 2011.

We arrived in Springfield, Missouri on 19 June 2011 aftseaes of long hauls
from Johannesburg, via London, New York and Atlanta. We picked up our rental car, a
new Buick Regal, the next day and hit Branson at arounddaydin sweltering
temperatures which ranged from between 80 to 90 degrees Fahrenhdityakithe norm
for the duration of our stay.

Branson is a unique small city and very busy. It boasts more than 50 live
performance theatres with 100 live shows everyidayany of them by former stars (some
of Bill Hai |l l ey & t hRockonetRo ured ftoremeClso d k
Denver and even the son of Roy Rogers (the cowboy). Furthermore, there are 12
championship golf courses in the area, theme/amusement parks, dozens of attractions and
museums, loads of dining options, lodges, hotelstelmaand all the while, neon signs
flashing day and night along either side of the road. It is like Las Vegas, without the
skyscrapers and Casinobs and most certainl
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values. We wandered up the strip one evemingd had dinner in a re
complete with Jukeboxes and Henry J cars parked outsidtee coul d say fAwe
back in timeo and of course scrumptious B
something for everyone.
The checkin to theLodge of the Ozarks and registration formalities in the ballroom
(the event room for the duration of the Meet) was well organised. Each member received a
registration bag with goodies, a programme, name tags, badges and commemorative
memorabilia. Vendorbad set up their stalls and refreshments were available in the form
of snacks, beverages and ficold beero on t
Regional Ceordinators and Tech advisors meeting, group Buick Riviera cruises through
Branson, techeal question and answer sessions, a cruise through town and on a nearby
lake in WW2 amphibious ADuckso, the A. G. M.
viewing pristine lakes and mountains and of course, attending some of the many live
shows. Areallywe |l | organi sed programme to suit eve
After settling in, we headed out into the -parks to view an amazing array of
gleaming Buick Rivieras ranging from 1963 to the last 1999 models. It was mind boggling
to see the variety andiglity of the Rivieras that had arrived and were continuing to cruise
in over the next two days. At this stage at least 60 cars had already arrived, mostly driven
to the event. The dedication and commitment of the classic car fraternity was without a
doult very evident and a reason why the interest and success of these Meets all over the
States, is legendary. What was special was being able to see the quality of the cars on
show, discuss all sorts of things relating to Buick Rivieras and to get somaseduy tips
and advice. We found, without exception, everyone to be friendly, polite, helpful and
generous in sharing their incredible knowledge of Rivieras. It was a real honour to meet

Cadillac Gallery at the Gilmore Car Museum, USA.
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Ray Knott (ROA#1), the founder, Director/ Editor and still a dynamo of energy in the
Association.

Thursday 23 June, Ashow dayo, dawned per
the carparks giving their cars last wipedown and shine and arranging them by class. By
9h00 the show began. Judging commenced with bonnets and trunk lids open during this
process. Peer judging includes everyone and it takes hours to carefully look at all the
beautiful cars in ordewotselect the favourites. It was an amazing spectacle to see almost
100 Buick Rivieras all in one spot joined by 5 very attractive Oldsmobile Tororados
similar in size to the Riviera, but with front wheel drive; very attractive sleek cars. The
vendorstables were well stocked selling regalia and parts at really good -pgisder a
pair of Riviera Hubcap$ ( now t hat 6s06 a bargain for a h
Rivieras had driven great distances to attend the Maed one owner had travelleder
2100 miles from Washington State in a 1992 Riviera and another &8@0 fniles in a
1964 Riviera. To put the furthest distance travelled into perspective, that is more than
twice the distance from Johannesburg to Cape Town, and just one way.feWecars
were trailered in and this is what makes these National USA events so unique. There were
several custom and modified Rivieras on show, as also the iconi&G&@®d Sport models.

o /4

1932 Buick Series 50 at the Gilmore Collection USA. 1929 ueenberg at the Gilore Collection USA.

At the wonderful prizagiving banquet on the evening of the last day, the overall
winner for best of show was a beautiful Coral Mist 1964 owned by Al and Sheryl Schmidt
from Wisconsin- a superbcar. The largest car class at the event was 1995 to 1999,
probably due to their fuel efficient supenarged V6 motors, many still being driven on a
daily basis. Probably the most unique class were the convertibles. A truly wonderful
experience was sieg the four Bauer family members, Dad Les over 80 and three sons
Jef f, Tim and Steve arriving in 1t19%783Sy. pr i s
They are regular attendees and this year the Class Award went to Brother Steve in his
Comet Gold 197 Boattail. One very quiet, unassuming owner let on to me when chatting,
that he has 19 Rivieras. So it i's true th
marque car collections. Of course words and pictures cannot adequately describe the
expeience of seeing these wonderful Buick Rivieras. Perhaps being a Riviera owner, | am
bi ased. As Ray Knott so aptly said; AThe f
next time for the peopl eod. So tr urgdays, And s
we said our farewells and headed off to Chicago in our nifty Buick Regal, and thereafter to
the state of Michigan to view the Gilmore Car Museum.

During our time in America, we travelled over 3 000 miles all told, and all on the
right hand side othe road (or is that the wrong side?). The countryside we travelled
through was lovely and having had plenty of rain; the corn fields were lush and green and
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the cute post boxes en route always noticeable. Thestogst and restrooms on the
Interstate Rods and Turnpikes (toll roads) were without exception clean and always with
hot and cold running water. Attendants on hand were able to give information and advice
on best routes to take, maps were freely available and several stops had tea, coffee and
regaurant facilities. All this made for comfortable and enjoyable travelling. Roads were in
good condition and road signs clear and detailed. Police patrol cars often appeared out of
nowhere to pull over the odd car exceeding the speed limit or comnstimg or other

felony. We were amused by one particular road sign which stated that there is a $10 000
fine for littering. Our trusty Garmin GPS was always on hand especially to negotiate the
tricky bits like arriving in Chicago on a Saturday at fdaty.

About 3 hours north east of Chicago is the Gilmore Car Museum (One of the top 5
in the USAT www.gilmorecarmuseum.oygnear Battlecreek, Michigan. The newly
opened Franklin exhibit was magnificent as also ékpanded muscle car section and
exhibit of the earliest motoring experiencescurved dashOldsmobiles, early Buicks,
Cadillacs and other wonderful cars. They now also have a genuine AC Cobra and other
historic cars on this huge and ever expanding esi@taillacs will soon have their own
pavilion. Of course the Buicks, Cadillacs and Bheésenberg, Packard and Pierce Arrows
of the 1938, were the show stealers. Gilmore is highly recommended and a collection that

is growing all the time. Wonderful! Putt on your | i st of HfAmust
USA.
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The 1938 Buick YJob at the GM Heritage Centre in Detroit, USA.

The following morning, by special invitation, we visited the GM Heritage
Collection n Sterling Heights, a suburb of Detroitvwfw.gmbheritagecenter.cojnilhis was
one of the highlights of the trip for me and one | had looked forward to for a long time.
Rob Croft, an eSouth African and goodriend of George Shipway, came down from
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http://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/
http://www.gmheritagecenter.com/

Canada to join us. Rob has a wonderful award winning 1964 Riviera. The GM Heritage
collection comprises an exhibition of over 200 pristine GM cars; many one of a kind. There
were wonderful Buicks, Cadillac®ldsmdiles, Pontiacs and Chelets of a bygone era

and so many model€orvettes, GTOs, Olds 442 Track and Circuit car§DV's etc, etc.

Their most valuable and rarest car is a huge 1911 Oldsmobile. We also saw their iconic
concept cars and latest productedactric cafi the Chevrolet Volt coming to RSA within

a year or two. The two cars that stole the show for a Buick fan were the famous 1938 Y
Job and the 1953 Le Sabre. And to see these concept cars in motion, peer under their
bonnets, hear that wondiel; smooth straight eight engine throb in the Y Job and see the
futuristic lines of the Le Sabré&Something else! GM Heritage Collection, well worth a
visit. But plan well ahead, as viewing is by appointment only.
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Huge 1911 Oldsmobile at GM Herifa Centre USA. 2008 Cadillac Concept car at GM Heritage Centre in Detroit.

Leaving Detroit, our travels continued up through Ohio skirting Lake Ontario and
down through New York State to Newport, Rhode Island, a very beautiful part of lower
New England. We then travelled all the way up Cape Cod on the eastern Atlantic coast
with its long beaches, lighthouses and Clapboard hou$esreafter via lower
Massachusetts, up through green and leafy Vermont, referred to as the Green Mountain
State, almost tthe French Canadian border and then down through New Hampshire, parts
of the State of Maine to overnight in Concord for tHe of July Independence Day
celebrations. All along the route in cities, towns and villages, flags and banners were
flying and paades and festivities in full swing. The New England States we visited were all
so scenic. The quaint villages and towns, traditional wooden bridges in Vermont,
magnificent mountain ranges in New Hampshire, forests, rolling countryside interspersed
with placid lakes, were all incredibly beautiful. Probably the best time to visit would be in
their Afall o, autumn season.

Finally it was on to Danver s, an hour o6s
Buick Club of America National Meet. It was a most relgxand enjoyable five days at a
very nice Crowne Plaza type Hotel in a huge well treed resort. There were almost 400
Buicks on displ-agndawnd Tehtes ovheantdeoar isady @ fAcar C «
area where for sale Buicks are displayed) akinetched over an area the size of a rugby
field. | spent many hours in the car parks where the cars were displayed, studying,
absorbing and just enjoying the sight of such a huge variety of Buicks, so many of them

never seen i n Sout tationAWagonse lauge varietye of convertibldsy 0 s
wonder f ul Al i miGsand 68, GSXEedolm@ance Models htte R&attnd
several magnificentprear (s) fol di eso as wel |l . Most of

some over great distances. liedastrike one so often that Americans do get out and drive

14



the Buick Clubof \

1940 Br e'wst’”er Bodied Buick at B CA Nua BuicloRoadinasterrat BDAmeete r s .

(and enjoy) their cars. One owner arrived in a magnificent 1970 Electra convertible with
another equally beautiful 1970 Electra convertible in tow on a trailer. There were also some
very rare Buicks on displaly the very sriking 1940 Brewster bodied Buick with its heart
shaped grille; the one of a kind 1954 Buick Landau Roadmaster built for Harley Earl (Earl
was the VicePresident of Design at GM, designer of the Buick Yob, the first concept

car and introducer of tafins tothe 1948 Cadillax and others for many years thereafter); a
rare 1958 Limied Model 75 convertible; a 1928cLaughlin Buick Roadster driven down

to the meet from Canada; the 1975 Free Spirit Indy Buick and many more wonderful cars.
The event orgasation by the Minuteman Chapter of the BCA was spot on; facilities
excellent and the tours and activities provided us with ample opportunity to visit the
historic downtown areas of Boston, nearby coastal villages of Salem, Marblehead and
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Gloucester and ¢oy a typical New England Clambake (transport that evening was in a
yellow SchooIBus).

Club of

Convertible Rivieras at Branson, USA.
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A 1929 McLaughlan Buick Model 2584 Roadstere€anada at the Buick Club of Ameri ceé

Show day was on Saturdaj' uly and what a special lifetime exjemce it was to
see the pristine Buicks on show; a misldwing variety from ancient to modern. The
teams of judges got busy at 09h00 to view, inspect and judge the cars. It was all very well
organised with a 3 hour briefing of the Judges the day bdftwek many, many pictures,
lots of video footage and met and chatted to so many of the owners. Most were astounded
to have visitors all the way from South Africa and all were interested in our wonderful
country. | also had time to wander through the vendos st ands . It was st
row upon row of Buick only parts, from light bulbs, mats and trim to sheet metal and tyres.
Was still not able to track down that elusive right hand mirror for my Riviera!

All too quickly the show was over. The awafganquet was festive and once again
an opportunity to socialise with owners a
striking feature of both Meets is the people, their hospitable, warm respectful manner, and
freely passing on ideas and experiences.

Sadly on Sunday we left after Breakfast and headed to Boston, dropped off the
rental Buick Regal and caught the fast train to New York. There we spent a few days
soaking up the vibe and energy of this gre
then he long haul flights back to South Africa.

Attending a Buick National in The United States, where these wonderful cars
originated, is really something to plan for and if possible, do, if only once in a lifetime. The
experience and what you will see will ngth you forever and without a doubt will enrich
your motoring life with wonderful memories. One good way to start this process is to
become a member of The Buick Club of America, or Riviera Owners Association or both.
This will give you an excellent feébr what is out there, open a whole new world in terms
of parts availability and enable you to enjoy articles both technical and historic, and give
you full details of the next annual National Meets. The websites\averivowners.org
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